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= INTRODUCTION, : 


CREDUL ITY is A. fad OY Dr in the 

oft · miſguided million: they are generally led 
aſtray by what is ſtrange and wonderful, 
| and any thing ſeemingly ſupported by a few 
texts of ſeripture (no matter how miſappli- 
ed), is frequently attended with dangerous 
conſequences. My chief deſign, therefore, 
for anſwering the curious—I muſt add ridi- | 
culous—pamphlet of Nathaniel Braſſey Hal- 
Led, Member of Parliament for Lymington, 
was to obviate thoſe idle and far- fetched 
Arguments. which were ſo raſhly advanced 
in defence of an enthuſiaſt. After I had 
written a, ſe pages, I had the curioſity to 595 
viſie this fiufpgfed. prophet, who is a middle 

aun! ns, of. Wert rather tall and 


Lender 55 


5 
lender, his hair cut remarkably ſhort, and 
his attire plain. He aſked me, if I had read 
his book. I anſwered in the affirmative; - 
| for I underſtand, if I had ſignified the con- 
trary, he would have declined all further 

converſation. He then talked in a wild, 
unconneRted manner, referring me (as Mr. 
Halhed remarks) to the ſcriptures: in ſhort, 
his whole behaviour teſtified a difordered 
mind; and 1 think thoſe medical gentlemen 
O ig declared him inſane, had very 
Juſt foundation' for their opinion. I aſked 
im ſome queſtions relative to the reported 
| death of the empreſs of Ruſſia ;' but he de- 
clated chat ſhe was not dead, not would the 
'die a natural death, but. ſuffer according to 
bis predicrio . Tlooked upon this as a piece 

of policy, Go had he allowed the fallacy of 
is prophecy in this reſpect, of courſe. the 
whole muſt be efteemed a fiction. Indeed. 
he inſinuated, that the report of her death 
Vas a meer fabrication, in hopes to confute 
. him, as if it were worth the while of any one 
to propagate ſuch a tale, for the ſake of 
r Mr. "Brody. "eons. that there 
I 


( ww 


Was no downright confirmation och ems 
preſs 8 death, I did! hot attempt td argue 


Vith Him upon that point: only obſerved; 


that it was in geheral believed ts be true 
ahd that 1 thought there were ſome grounds 
for ti news Mr. Brothers ſeemed din 
Pleaſe at being ddubted; and hefitated 


more than once in his replies. Ouf com 


verſatien was but ſhort, there being otherk 
deſirous of ſeeing him, and I being unwik 


ling to be accounted one of the fools of the ; 
age. My opinion of this character is, that 


he has been weak enough to liſten to the 
perſuaſions of ſome deſigning men, who 


have ſtimulated him, without doubt, to pub- 


liſh his book, for the purpoſe of promoting 
| apprellenſion and ſedition; while, in ſo do- 
ing, he has worked himſelf up to a ſtate of 
frenzy and enthuſiaſm. As this man has re- 
| ferred me to the ſcriptures, and Mr. Halhed 
in his pamphlet pretends to argue from thoſe 
infallible guides, I ſhall meet him on fis 
own ground; preſuming that, with very lit- 


tle trouble, I ſhall (to the ſatisfaction of all 


readers) confute the arguments of the one, 
ok and 
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and thereby ſhew the inſignifigancy of the 
others prophecies. It is ataſk, I muſt own, 
which affords but little pleaſure; for what 


- 
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tlle and contemptible! But as filence, in 
this caſe, would be a ſeeming- approbatien 
of thoſe vile threats and, follies, it 1s the pre- 
rogative of every true born Eogliſhman to 
-ſhew,, that he is not tobe alarmed hy mere 
words or bir. L bas aid Ante Jo toms) 
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How any man of comthon ' 
n attempt to to defend the inſanity; | 
___or;urleaft, the 'prefiniity of Ricnary BROTHERS, 
N aftoniſhivg.” By meet accident the 
 redpdnade” Rixffj6f «char © 8 we 
ell into my hands 
; - cien—dxbwaght no more = 1 * When Mr. | 
- {Halhetd, a Mubix of PanLrAneantT, ood. up in 
this defence, I on that 1 was both af 
An aſhamed, nof, at the moment ef vonder, 


* 


_ *64ld"Ifotbear"exclainſing 
þ 1 IPs As: * : Nee 21 þ OY . 8 5 Eine . 
: ATHANIZL, "NaTuanim, que, te canis it, 
It 1141 eee | | 4 | 


Therefore the next queſtion N 4 recom- 
0 end to the Dela Society 9 have already | 
Pronounced | 
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pronounced the prophet inſane), is— Which is 
more mad, or enthufiaſtic—the ad or his 
Defender ? 155 

WHO, and WHAT, is this foreſeing Brothers? ? 
We are told, by himſelf, he is“ The Man 


(God Almighty's Nephew) that will be revealed to 


the Hebrews as their prince, to all nations 


as their governor, according to the covenant to 
king David, immediately under God.“ Muſt 


not the cars of every pious, chriſtian tingle at 
the horrid expreſſion, but more particularly 
when defended ? We are told. that ——_— 11s 


| 2, yy” AARON, who eee oppor a 


mw. PR hy wn, — and * 
ments. To prove the . defender & fend AA Rom, 


would, 1 confeſs, be an eaſy talk; for, from 


is own words, he is devoted.,to idolatry; ſee- 


5 232 


ing, that through BRIBERY | and CORRUPTION. he 
could part with his own foul! Says our bleſſed | 
/ Redeemer, What i is a man who parts with his 


eee e eee ee 1 ns, 


4Þ 5 


. 
i % . may | 
" ; - 
1 * 4 4 7 
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EY 6 
may tell you, © This niglit (or after the carth- 
quake), thou ſhalt be with me in - Paradiſe.” 
Let us, however, obſerve how judiciouſy Mr. 
Halhed vindicates the title which the ſham pro- 
phet aſſumes, of G. Almighty's Nephew, 
5 FEAT ſincerely hope there is no man in this 
country who will openly deny that Jeſus 
«. Chriſt is God Almighty if there be, I 
« ſpeak not to him—1 am ſure no Member of 4 
=_— « the eſtabliſhed Trinitarian Church can' ſafely fy 
s otherwiſe. Now if Jeſus. Chriſt had brothers 
- «and. Liſters, as is expreſsly proved from the 
| | -  « poaſpel, the ſon of any one of thoſe muſt 
| 1 ON 00 « neceſſarily have been. bis Nephew, Extend 
the line of filiation as far as we. pleaſe, 
| « « through 50, 100, or 1000. deſcents, the . 
5 7 is ſtill a nephew, lineally deſcended from "= 
q „ « the firſt, in the ſame manner as every Jew, 
5 to this day, is a ſon of Abraham, as we are 
60 all of us, beyond all HOY. the ſons of. 
Ma. 3 
So And pray, Mr. Halhed, 9 — is it —_ * 
„„ mentioned, in \ the og that Mary, 1 the os | 


Pl 12 + 7 

of b Jeſus, bad 4 and Aung bir f Both Mr. Hal. 
"4 -hed- and his friend ſeem totally unacquainted - 

vith the original meaning of the word brother: 
which, among the ancients, was uſed with grrater 
nctitude than at preſent; and applied, indiffer- 
ently, to almoſt all who food related, in the 
| collateral line, as uncles, a firſt couſins, * - 
Nc. re," in which. latter ſenſe it is is thought to | 
| "be uſed in the goſpels' of St. Matthew and 
St. Mark; and by St. Paul, dc. id bis bre. 
ZH . rbren, (meaning. ſays the ſham propbet, brothers, 
s if every ſchool- boy did not know chat 57. 
thren and brothirs were the plural number) Famer, 
und Poſes and Simon, and Judas, and bis Hers fi. e. 
| their kiſters,' or our "Saviour's firſt couſins in 


the fetale Tine: 2 being uled bere with ne 
5 fame freedom as bratbren) are they © not all with 1 us [4 ; 


Joles, and' Simon, and. Judas, were not born 


5 BY till after Chriſt, one would think they would 


de too young, at this time, 10 have any "buſineſs 
5 wich our Saviour (chap. 12, v. 46). + Our OY 


bs Y vigur " extends the meaning & the words Þro- 


Ve. (Matthew, ch. 1 13, v. 5 55). Now if James, and | 


's 
} 


— — — 2 
* 


(33. 


: ther and Are. by b that every one that 


does his will is lit bretber, and þ Aller, and motber, 


(v. 500% The tham prophet, without heſitation 
declates James to be the «deft ſen, becauſe, I 
ſuppoſe, he is the fr. mentioned; he might 
© have. been, for slight we can tell; but, for my 
part, I think the names are promiſeuonſl written, for 

the order differs in this chapter of St. Matthew, 

and the 6th, of St. Mark, whereby it would | 


be impoſſible to aſcertain which was the 


| youngeſt... St. Paul calls James the Lord's bra- Ig 


tber by the. ſame role, - who was Jikeyiſe 


ſtyled (a we are informed). James the Jeſs, biſhop 
of Feruſalm, Your defence might have beep well 
ON NAP had the prophet called  hinuſclf Cr. 


brother, Tecing that bis . we ae; eee | 


| to call ovas! 


1 preſume, Mr. A a” you. ; ak. 0 


and common  enigmas and conundrums 


much better ian the. viſions and phraſes in 


| holy ſeriptare——indeed: you deal in paradoxes and 
ae than hola thax he c. abe Fs 


Jou ſay che Holy Ghoſt may have 55 


- af 


£44). 


a 4 aue, an Jefus: Chriſt was " baptized in 
5 Jordan, which, you: preſume, no believer in 


the goſpel will conteſt © with you. Now Ido; 


for T believe the tranſlation erroneous, and that 
the true meaning is, the ſpirit of God deſcended as 


4 dove wouLD 'DESCEND, ' and not 4 4 deve I- 


lr. Should this be the real meaning . 
JETER ſeveral learned divines imagine) what are we 


to think of Mr. Brothers, who ſpecifies even 5 


| the hue of the dove ver en 85 I Rar . 


was a falſe ſpirit that he ſu m. 18 


Our bleſſed Redeemer has enjoined 11 to Fed 


N ware ef fale wb which" : come to us in Sener chtb- 
5 ing, ' but | inwardly are ravenous- "wolves, - It is there- 
fore the duty of every pious chriſtian to be 


flow in belief, and not give ear to the meer 


| 25. lirit o a e vlt aui . 


T 


WW 3 x4 15 72 gre 1 91 17705 4 i IF 
| „15 think, if 1 confute POL TY in any one | 


es muſt | 


particular, the whole of his prophec 


fall to the ground. He calls himſelf 2 8 
| Chrift'i Nephew. Where are thoſe miracles, which 
| eviniced' the glory of the Sen of *God'? Is the 
TN 


1 
: 


4 
| 


| 
* 
9 
\ . 
6 | ! 
1 
7 
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| of hicnſelf:, He cells. us (p. 65) chat 


64s 
nephew inadequate. to, G the taſk? Lag ORE not 


Ek equal power to cure the lame, the blind, &c.? 


During ſuch hard times as theſe, it would be 
a divine action to feed. multitudes, to turn our | 
water into wine, or, as water is now ſcarce, Mo- 
ſes· like, the reis into rater / Where is the, pro- 
bat of his being a ſicond , Moſes? Where is his 


ſerpent- rod 2 for any one can diſplay, a com- 
' mop p_oneehis Jeproue 17 Wil, N. divide 


has * to. ple? us, "inked with, ering : 


174 a en, but let him ſend acuſis and a, 
and then we ſhall believe. Let us, however; : 
take a view of Brothers's mogett aſſeyeration * 


the 18th 5 


9 „ 


chapter, of Rees refers to him; : that ü he * * 


4.4 3 bd 2544 


the! Prophet, there promiſed, ike, unto A Mok, and 


(ES) 


| "confirmed. AVE» 18), by de Lab! 1 onder 


Joe 2214 


5 the denunciation againſt Halle Ot the 
oth verſe of this, chapter, did... not... ſtrike | * 


G ad Kt 4.4 
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„ i 
Sage Whinnictithtors iussgined this proppe, 

„ | which wits prothiſed by Moſes, was Joftina, from 
* Vaclan ch. 46, v. 1, detamſe he was Moſes's fu. 


1 40 be. Wäs wich Moſes (v. 17). Net in the 34h 
cmhaptet of Dilityiiony (v. 10) we read, There aroſe 
nut a propbet In Iſruel lile unte Doſes, whit the Lord brew 
Ju d, fuck,” I this pulſage wits added after Moſes's 

death. 4s ſite declare, by Joltuſa bu imfelf, hen 
be cotfequititly excludes Himfelf from being a 
Yophet Ike unte Wiofes. Borne think it vas 
1 N with lels reaſon; others, ey 
[| WE pt6phers—dor ſureiy tie word is in the nngu· 
| = Fn Far nütnber; undd If the Above verſe was added, as 
= Lore declare, by Ezra, neither Jeremiah, nor che 


Am wre, for when did hee. the Lid As yet 
die da not had the arrogance to declare he did. 
A -  *Certdinly our bleſted Redeemer, who held com- 
|  _ - *miotlion with the Father, is the prophet here al- 
. ludled to, as'ts confirmed'by the teſtimony of St. 


- That Chrift was like to Ms oſs, has in many. . 
| 3 L: "inſtances 


0 vellor (Jaan, ch. 1, v. 1) and God was with him h 


ft of the prophets, v Were meant; nor Brothers, 


"4 Peter, which Brothers artfully endeayours to do | 


* 


, x7 
53 
bo 
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. th.) 
inſtances been proved. Euſebius, who is very 
copious on this ſubject, draws a parallel between 
them; and though the one was a man, and the 
|  othef God in human nature, the reſemblance is 
ſtriking, fin only excepted. | It is obſeryed by Dr. 
Jortin, that Moſes in his infancy was preſerved, | 
when the reſt of the children were deſtroyed; ſo 
was our Saviour when Herod commanded all the 
innocents'to be put to death. Can Brothers pro- 
duce a more ſtriking, or as firiking a ſimilitude ? 
Moſes alſo fled from his country to eſcape' the 
wrath of Pharach; and Joſeph likewiſe took 
Chriſt to Egypt, to preſerve him from rhe rage of 
h | Herod. However, Brothers may hereafter boaſt 
that he/fled from his country to eſcape Bedlam or 
Nate ."Again—Moſes refuſed to be called the 
ſon öf Pharaoh's: daughter; and Chriſt, though - 
the Son of God, would not accept of the tempo- 
1 kingdom of che Jews. But Brothers, 1 dare 
jo ſay, would ſee no more vifns, if thoſe he applied to, 
offered him a golden key for his mouth. Add to 
This, Moſes was learned in all the accompliſh. | 
| mid of "the © Teppan ſchools ; ; and likewife 


TY BY ä 


( 
Chriſt, when only twelve years of age, was capa- 
ble of diſputing with the maſt experienced of the. 
Jewiſh. doctors... Poor Brothers, I think, cannot 
be ſo vain as ta think himſelf aſſimilated to Mo- 
ſes in this reſpect. His Prophecies Mr. Halbed 
acknowledges to be * replete with grammatical 
faults, deſtitute of harmony of arrangement and 
elegance of diction.” To prove a greater ſimila- 
rity between Chriſt and Moſes, the latter we find 
contended. with the Egyptians, and the. farmer 
caſt out devils; but Brothers, though he com- 
plains birterly. of the evil pirits which infeſt Lan- 
don, has not proyed the ability. of baniſhing them, 
Moſes forergld the calamities which would come 
upon the children of Iſrael—ſo did Chriſt, 
Moſes interceded for ſinner > 
his life as a ranſom. for. chem. Moſes inſtituted. 
the Paſſover Chriſt institute the Euchariſt. 
| Moſes ſet up the brazen ſerpent, in the wilderneſs: 
| —and Chriſt was lifted up. on the croſs, chat he 
might draw all men unto him, Moſes was a law. 


| giver :—ſo was: Chriſt. And can all theſe ſimili- 
_ * the effect ef wen 8 


18) 


0 we 


—Chriſt laid down 
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the one take place in conſequence of its being 
foretold by the other, who ſpoke by the direction 
of unerring Wiſdom? It is added, in this chap- 


ter of 'Deuteronotny, that if this prophet (which 
Baornexs pretends is himſelf, and which I ay is 


Chriſt)' ſhould be rejected, then God would pour 
forth his fury on the people: and? will any mam 


| fay, That has not hafened? The Jews' hive been 
long ago outcaſts from the common privileges of 


all other people; and yer they are ſuffered to re- 
main on the earth, as an evidence of the Truth 
of thoſe books which they profeſs to believe, but 
at the fame time wreſt to their own ruin. Can 


any man of ordinary underſtanding ſuppoſe that 


God would diſhonor his Son ſo mueh as to ſend a 
Mun-prophes after him? Noi Chriſt is the pro- 


phet Moſes foretold;; and who could be more 
like to him, for the reaſbns already given? Chriſt 


being ar a nun and ſifwing and afing like Moſes 
upon the earth. But has not our Saviour himfelf 
taken notice of this prophecy of Moſes in the | 
Goſpel of St. John, which goſpel” Brothers ac- 
knovlediges to be avtheatic? Certainly ** alludes 
| 8 E -: 10 - 


| £5 ) 
to, che declaration. of Moſes, that they . ſhould 
hearken unto this prophet (meaning himfelt)—Dos 
mat think that 1 will accuſe you. to the Father —there is one 
that aceuſeth jou, even Maſes, in whom Je truſt ; for bad ye 
believed Maſes, ye would have believed me, FOR HE WROTE 
or Mk, (Jobn, ch. 5, v. 45, 46) Brothers pre- 
tends chat his viſions, (as he calls them), are 
words put in his mouth, that he. ſhould: ſpeak 
all that he was commanded (according to ver. 
18). Now what Moſes, meant by theſe words 
was, that the prophet, Who was to be ſent, 
| thould: declare the will of God, to his people, 
in a free and familiar manner. This our bleſſ- 
ed Lord and Saviour did: his doctrines were 
both confirmed by wiracles, and calculated to 


oy promote the good of mankind. The \-predic- 


tion againſt choſe who' did not heurlen 1b bi wards, 

uas remarkably fulfilled. in the ſevere judgment . 

| enge HPO. the Jewiſh: vation, for their cruel 

the Meſſiah. "iy itn By dung | e 

5 and diſtreſs, pieb preceded ih th de taking, of Je. ö 
Tg en, by Tims, are not to be paralleled in 
ö hiſtory, 


— — — — 


. — — — 
ns 
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hiſtory, ancient or... modern. I have deſired 


BROTHERS to read the acth verſe, and tremble? 
Let him alſo read the laſt in this chapter: 
Men a prophet ſheaketh, in. the name of the, Lord, if 
the thing Follow not, nor come to paſs, that is the thing, 
which the Lord. hath not Helen, but the prophet bath 


Jpeken of. it preſunptuoſhy, thou ſalt, not be efraid of _ 


bim. A Pretender , to divine miſſion was al- 


ways conſidered as an impoſtor, . it. che pro- 


122 19 tk EL. 


when it did. He was not to be looked upon 
in that light, except the propheey, or miracle, 
was calculated to ſupport a doctrine worthy ef 


phecy or miracle, upon which he founded his 
ä pretenſions, did not com to pals. 1 But he was 
not always to be confiderett"as' a true prophet 


the Almighty , BrotisRs prides Himſelf upon hav- 


ing foretold ſome events relative to France 


I, myſelf, predicted che unhappy Queen's death; 
yet I am e prophel We needed no conjurors 
to come and tell us many things, which then” 
it was eaſy enough to anticipate. | ROD" To 4 
Having delivered» the many inſtances of irik.” 
ing! ammilitude bepweery "ON Redeemer and Moſes,” 


* 4 Rf 
$31 & - 


— 
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; « 22 
let us, a While, examine: the pretenc led 
of BrorHhars | (as defended by Mr. Halhed . 
« The parallel che writes) between | the two 
«*'perfonages, Mr. Brothers ſtates to Have tal- 
© lied hitherto, and, he aſſerts, will continue to 


do fo; for as Moſes aſcended from the ark 


«of bull-ruſhes, ſo did Mr. Brothers ariſe from. 


* a ſhip, having been bred to che navy.” — 
| Amazing ſimilitude ! But pray how many others, 2 

| beſides Mr. Brothers, are like to Moſes in cht 
"os Rut to. proceed . That this coinei- 


"een: of eee mch be evident, at . 


— of God himſelf, he cut a wand in 
1793, which is to perform, preciſely, the ſame 
* miracle; with the former wand of Moſes.“ 


for. Moſes, . inſtead. of telling the people that 


de had cut a wand; ſome time ago for the pur- 
poſe of changing it to a ſerpent, performed, 
with his rod, the miracle ar one; but Bro- 
then's wand is til to perform it. There is no 
"ww 92 in cutting” « wand, nor bas 
Moſes, 


( 23 3 | 
Moſes, in his: hiſtory, aſcertained, like Bro. 
thers, when, or by what. means, he . procured his 
rod. The bold aſſertion, that Mr. Brothers 
had an intercourſe. with God, exceeds all; the 
blaſphemy that ever I, heard !—In what fery= 
buſh did God appear to . him ?—All the pro- 
phets, which ſucceeded Moſes, pretend not to 
this honor. Our Saviour alone held commu- 
nion with the Father; and, in the hearing of 
, multitudes, a voice from Heaven | addreſſed 
him. As. Moſes was bord in Egypt, ſo Lon. 
din, Mr. Halhed has endea vou red to prove 
(Which I. ſhall anſwer hereafter) from St. John 
in the Revelations (which I am ſure neither he nor 
bis prophetical. friend unde Hd) is ſpiritually called 
 Sopom, in Egypt; this, of courſe, inſers thar 
Brothers, being born. in London, alias Eover,. 
is ſtill more like to Moſes. But in this: he, 
has materially hurt the GREAT: .PROPHE Ty. Who, | 
I ar ſurpriſed, was not warned in 4 viſion to 
correct him: ſor Brothers himſelf has, in Nzw- - 
car (a place where Moſes never was), declared 
that RE was vor PORN: IN Lowpos. Prophets, 
6 modern . 


„ 
modern ones I mean, who are otherwiſe called 
| 8 0 ſhould have goed memories. 

1 have already ſaid that Brothers has artfully 
endeavoured to contradict thoſe paſſages, in the 
Acts of the holy apoſtles, where Chriſt is proved 
to be that prophet which was promiſed. It is now 
expedient that 1 ſhould _ more ae 
upon this ſubject. S 

Brothers has quoted ſome parts of the 4 
chapter, it being (he ſaid) miſunderſtood by 
expounders of the ſcripture, and as be is em- 
manded is infert and explain it for the | benefit of al! 

But he only flightly mentions! the 3d 
—_ which, as it precedes the yth, I. ſhall 
ſyñ take into nete and n. confure 
h Mr. ems! 745 10.415 4 on 3 a 5 

- Acrs, chap. 3. ver. 22. Bar Mo 9 __ ſaid w un- 
| to the fathers, I prophet ſpall 'the Lord Gd raiſe up 
unte you of your | Brethren” like * unto mei him ſhall you 
+ hear in all "things, "whatſoever he” ſhall fay' unto you. 
Now Mr. Halhed, and Mr. Brothers, I muft 

beg leave to remark, that the word TRULY, 
in a firſt line of this verſe, implies the then 
85 5 accompliſament 
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accompliſhment of this prediction in the coming 


= of our Saviour :—Otherwiſe how could St. Peter 


have declared that Moſes . had TRULY ſaid? 


Verſe 24+ Yea, and all the Prophets from Samuel, and i 
thoſe that ; follow after, as many as have Holen, haue like- | 
_ wiſe frets, of thiſe days— 55 


Ibe primary word of this verſe (yea) unites | 


it with. the preceding —ſo that ir is not any 


freſn. matter the apoſtle is intradueing, but Rill 


confines, himſelf to the ſubje& of that prophet 
whom Moſes alluded. to; and the concluding 


: 


From this chapter Mr. Brothers has gde 


no quotations; 5. and he has ſkipped ſeveral verſes 
in the. 7th, though | be was commanded to inſert "and 


<3 AT, 4 * 


* 


words, F tbeſe days, . imply the coming of. the 
| Meſſiah and his kingdom. How, therefore, can 
: Mr. : Brothers dare (29 £ 68) to aſſert, [that St. 
Peter, herein, does | not mean that Chriſt Is the 
prophet alluded to by Moſes? „ ab ad 


expl lain it. . One verſe, however, addreſſed to the 


( 28 ) — 
Verle 32. | Which of the prophets Beer nat Jour 


fathers perſecuted of And they "have Jain them which 


ſhewed before Us the coming Ca the WM One? f whom 


Je have been now - the betrayers and murderers. gt 


N it was policy in Mr. Brothers « wo > omit . 


the leaſt degree the digi ab Meir of 


being that 7% One, of whom Moſes ptophecied. 
Bot 1 mould be glad to be informed,” if "1. | 
dard Brothers was  indard the prophet” 'promifee, 
hy the ſubject was introduced by St. Peter, 
and St. Stephen, at this critical period, When 
fo foreign to the 'purpole? We are told, in the 
_ preceding | chapter, that certain Hinagogics aroſe ' 
diſputing with Stephen, and that mien vere 


9 L45 11 
ſuborned, which Haid, vi la 2 ay 9 —4 . 


Baſphomens words againſt 1 22 "and again God, 
; 17 I; 71 
we have beard zin 2 that | this Fe Jus + 22 6: 
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Ball deftrey this 7 c«, and | ſhall change the (cuſtoms which 
6 | Moſes delivered 18, (ver. ii, * 1. 9 On this account | 


the faint was brought te to "the ih 


and 1 


preſume that he had no occaſion to mention 5 
that one Baoruxzs would be hereafter a to 


alarm 


(am) 


alarm old women wich his bombaſtic | onde. 
cies. It behoved him to prove that Jeſus of 
Nazareth was the Prophet that Moſes had pro- 
| miſed. 8 Had. he- inſinuated that another prophet 
was to come, after Jeſus, he would have con- 
demned himſelf, and his enemies have had juſt 
. occaſion for accuſing him of blaſphemy againſ} 
; Moſes; — Which blaſphemy was changing #he cuſtoms, 
that is, giving new laws. Moſes: Was the: law- 
giver, till the coming of the ſecond, prophet, and 
this ig Phar increaſes the ſimilarity, between 
the. Manyprophet and the God. prophet! What 
SAW: has. Bagrnkks iſſugd forth yet and whey 
he dees, wa WILL! OBEY THEM ? ., 

I cangot but admite the great . 9050 
has been made ule. of by mis ſham prophet, 
in chuſing the moſt intricate; parts of the ſcripy 
ture to anſwer the; purpoſe af deception: he 
continually refers to the Apacrypha - and Re- 
velations for his prophecics and prohats No 
our - bleſſed Saviour always referred us to the 
| maſt comprehenſive parts of the holy ſcripture, 
u 1 wonder Mg, Baoruzns, would. alert tho 
vlie 1% TON book 
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book of Efdras unter the appellation of Hurry 
N. "(which Greck word fig ignifies writings of un⸗ 
certain aithority), as "thereby | he gives” Juft oc 
Calin tö debt the veracity of his affertions. 

„Mr. Brothers, | when an officer in the navy, 
ſays, that he had always a pre-ſentimetit” of 
being ſome time or other very great; and, as 
now he ſeems poſitive of His exaltation, recom- 
mends to every" perſon to reid the '19th' chap- 
ter of the book of Eſdras to the "14th verſe, 
of "it meant "himſelf. I think * rather *Extraordi- 
nary that he ſhobld ſtop at this particular 
verſe; whire tberd ir no period; or that tht reader 
ſhould not go on further, where there is an in- 
terpretation of all thoſe preceding verſes : The 
matter which Brothers thus” preſumnptuouſſy af- 
fumes to birtſelf, is the viſion of 'a/ man com- 
ing out of the Na, "who! was to deliver the 
| people; and in verſe 32, it is explaine then 
al my" fon de derlared, (i. e. the Son of God) 
whim ©thou' ſaweft 4 4 «mar; aſctuung- BroTHERs, 
I*grant; has made 4 quotation from this part, 
but he basb hot attempted to illuſtrate it: 
30 „ | AJ only 


( =9 /) 
only his" -harps upon thoſe words coming up. from 
þ the niht of the "\ſea; as an alluſion to his be- 
ing in the navy; as if no other perſon could 
boaſt, at preſent, of having had that honor. 
But Mr. Brothers's advocate has thought | pro- 
per to inform us, that the word ſ cannot be 
| taken literally, 642 a8, in allegorical writings, | every 
. word is a portion of the allegory. ”\- Herein 1 
| agree with Mr. Halhed'; and this very remark 
of his confutes the ation e of his friend, * the 
Tis prophet * for if the-word”/ea be allegorical, as no 
| doubt it is it cannot poſſibly allude to Mr. 
TY Brothers” being z ib. M ee 
Mr. Halhed is conſcious: that the zd book 
of Eſdras has been always eſteemed fabulous; 
and, indeed, his account” ' concerning” the retreat 
of dle hee tribes is ſo- inconſiſtent, and full 
of uncertain traditions, that very little -eredit 
ought to. be given to it. However, much in- 
duſtry has been diſplayed to appropriate the 
a rich chapter, of this doubrfit* book, to the pre- 
ſent" times, However, in verſe 40, &. of the 
15 chapter, it is evident dat. Eſdras alluded 15 
FS 3 


( 40 9 | 
to pat times. Never. , did. , people. experience 
the unhappy. revolutions, therein Prophecied, 
more amply than the kingdom of Iſrael, other- 
wiſe called the kingdom of the n tribes : who, 
in conſequence of their, fin, were carried away 
captive, by Tig-lath-pileſer and Salmanaſer his 
ſon, kings of Aſſyria, and never more returned 
to cheir native country, xcligian,; or government. 
The place to which theſe zen tribes were tranſ- 
ported, and whether en any e of 

erciſed the pens of the ableſt authors in all 
ages ; eſpecially as the.deſcgndants, of the gather 

tua tribes. have ſtrenuonſiy aſferted, - that. their 
captive brethren} have, all; along, lived in great 
profperity; and grandeur, in ſame unknown; lang ; 
8/2! nationat-and. united body, in an independ- 
ent ftate, and under monarchies and republics 
ol their own. By the ad book of Kings, chap, 
17, ver, 6, it js expreſely mentioned, that, the 
Iſraelites were carried into two diſtinct places, 
namely. Aſſyria and Medea, and that they were 
— and diſperſed, in leſſer bodies, over 
| the 


(* 3 


the whole face of the earth. In Mort, though 
Artaxerxes in his commiſſion to Eſdras, gave free 
liberty to all the Jews in his dominions! to return 
to Jeruſalem, if they were ſo minded, which ſhowers 

without doubt, moſt gladly embraced ; yet the 


main bulk ef the ten tribes, being unwilling to 


remove, continued in the land of their captivity ; 
therefore. all theſe" prophecies, which ſome have 


miſtakingly wpplied to their return from. Babylon, 


are certainly forerunners of a greater event even 


their converſion and inal eſtermion wider the 


kingdom of che Meſſiah, Ne TIFF YO EL 
Of courſe, Brothers and his advocate, Have 
advanced very Jane authorities to corroborate their 
bold aſſertions. Theſe paſſages, though twiſted 
and rorturedl as they have been, have no affinity 
whatever to the king of Pruſſia, Bic.) GC. In 


like manner the Prophet Daniel is Played upon, 
and an abſolute parody ;written upon his viſion. 


Though: great-as Mr. Hathed thinks himſelf i in 


decyphering myſterious and allegorical modes of 


: compoſition, he has, in a very grau manner in. 
deed, ROSE: ve CE in-the 


Prophetic 15 


— —— — 
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| prophttic::retords- of che Old and New, Teſta- 
ment. The key which he thinks Mr., Brothers has 
ſound fon the unlacting of thoſe ſecrets, is a ſalſe ene, 


and ſerves only to ſpoil and entangle the Whole. 


Give me leave, Prophet. as thou pretendeſt to be, 


to ſet both thee and thy advocate right. 


Daniel, chap. vii. ver. 2, & c. I ſaw in my viſon by 
night, and behold, 'the four winds of the heavens flrave,upon 


the great ſea. And fur great beaſts came up from 2 
diverſe from one another, &c. &. 10 ! 01 21 

In ancient times conquerors were always repre- 
ſented by different emblems. Thus; a lion de- 
noted force, an eagle rapidity, &. Sc. The firſt 
beaſt, which Brothers has the audacity to ſay is 


the king of England, was meant for Nebuchad: 
nezzär, who was looked upon as a lien, till the 


conqueſts of his army were ſtopped, or, as the pro- 


phet expreſſes it, his wings Plucked, by the joint 


forces of Cyrus and Darius, who made attacks 
upon the Babyloniſh empire for near twenty years 
before its final deſtruction. Here it is neceſſary 


formation, that this viſion which the prophet had, 


was 
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was: ſeventten years before the occurtences in the 
preceding chapter. The ſecond beaſt (which i is 


now Pprophecied to be the Empreſs of Riſiiay) i is, with 


; greater reaſon, underſtood to be the Perſian em- 


pire/ which gradually roſe to its then ſtate of 
power And greatneſs; and the three ribs, which Mr, 


 Halhed® pbileſaphicalhy interprets her three appetites, 
mean Babylon, Lydia, and Egypt; Cyrus having 
ſubdued Lydia in the time of Crœlus, and Egypt 
being conquered by Nebuchadnezzar, ſtill re- 


mained ſubject to the Babyloflians, and conſe- 


quently {upon the reduction of rhe Waren became 


tributary to Cyrus. 
I cannot bũt admire che Wy "ingenuity Mr. 


Halhed has diſplayed in taming and familiarizing the 
third begſt but we are told, by naturaliſts, that a 


leopard never was re. oo Were che French, then, 


always ferocicus? Notwithſtanding all Mr. Hal- | 


hed's' cilluſttarions,' I fear Brothers attempt i 
ſhow that the third beaſt is a' reference to the 
late King of Frante will be ineffectual. His ex- 
pounder has laboufed excechingly to probe the 
parallel, but ſtill, like other commentators, 1 do 
fins 1 


. 


4 f j , 


. 
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bee that the Grecian empire; under Alexander, 8 
is the juſt ſignification. And the 13th chapter of 


Revelation, which BrotTHExs would fain perſuade 


us means the death of Charles I. of England, and 
which Mr. Halhed looks upon as a corroboration 


of his fanciful aſſertions, is a freſh inſtance of much 
labour being ſpent in vain. All expoſitors of the 
Holy 8 have eee n ara 
ton Jorma, impiies che city of 3 


ſeven hills, and the ten ee its 


dominions were to be dividec. qu; via; 
To complete the /farcical interpiggtutice of this 


viſion, we are told, that the fourth beaſt; which hi- 
 Therto vas always eſteemed an alluſion tothe Roman 
empire, is the preſent Emperor of Germany; and 
| the ten horns, the Hlectors or Princes of the Em- 
5 pire.— Riſes tencatis, Amici I am of opinion, that 
dhe ten horns (as I (aid before) denote the ten king- 

|  Jomg into which the Raman Empire was divided. 
| eier * policy of the Roman Hierar- 


thy (Which k ne proverhial) abe fully fer forth 
. 43 horn b — a _ turbulence 
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| and diſputations of thoſe times, is the mouth pant. 


ing great tbings. In the interpretation given to 


Daniel, it is expreſſed that the ten horns out of this 


Kingdom (i. e. the fourth beaſt) are ten kinga, by 


which are meant kingdems, and which is fo tranſ- 
lated by the Vulgate, Greek, and Arabic. If we 
fix the æra for theſe ten n nn will be 
found as follow: :: 


38 Sens... - 
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T. Britons. „ £620. n ons. 
ae eee 
4. Nen, N eee 
4. Saxons. ON "£3 gs Greeks. #X 
55. Vandals. 10. Suevians. 
Now the little horn is an alluſion to the anti. 


chriſt who ſhould root up three of theſe ten kings, 
and domineer over the reſt. The antichrift is ac 


Kknowledged to be che Pope, who was to riſe after 


the other, or, according to the Greek rranflatioti, | 


- 3-bind them, for gradually growing, the ten kings 
were not aware of it till it overtopped them, The 
three firſt korns (or kingdoims) were to be plucked 
up by che roots, viz. the exaſchate of Ravenna. 
* ride of Lombardy, and the fenate of 


Ez We Roma 
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Rome. The fir was ſurrendered to the Pope by | 
Pepin, king of France, A. D. 755; the ſecond was | 
ſubdued ., by Charles the Great, called Charle- 
magne of France, who reſigned his pretenſions to 
St. Peter, A. D. 774 ; the latter was inveſted by 
the Pope, by Lewis che Pious. The Pope, by 
wearing a triple crown, denoted theſe three triumphs; 
yet ſtill he anſwered the character of a /ittle, barn, 
the power of the Popes being originally very tri- 
fling, and their temporal dominions very incon- 
ſiderable in compariſon with the others of the ien | 
horns. The words (ver. 23.) be ſhall be diverſe from 
- all athers, is, in the Greek and Arabic, be ſhall er- 


: adi in wickedneſs all before him. Either ſenſe, how- N 


ever, will carreſpond WI ith our interpretation. The 
25th verſe, which is moſt. terribly tortured, by Bro- 
thers, is a ſtrong, corraboration of the true meaning 
of. the viſion... The remarks of Newton hereupon 
Ajriquceedingly critical and juſt :—41d he hall ſpeak 
great words, againſt the. moſt High, and, wear out the ſaints 
of the mel Hieb: that is, By wars, and maſſacres, 
and inquiſitions, perſecuting and deſtroying the RE 

"Hf nne ms a brug e 
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of God, hs proteſted againſt this aticktälts 
innovations, and refuſed to comply with the ido- 
Jatry chen in practice. He pull think es change tim: 
and mannert, by appointing faſts and feaſts, canon. 
izing ſaints, granting pardons and indulgences for 


. ſin, inſtituting new modes of worſhip, impoſing 


new articles of faith, enjoining new rules of prac- 


| py and reverſing at pleaſure the laws both of 


Cod and man. And they ſhall be given into his hand 
til a time, and times, and ths dividing of time. Toe 


| aue year, like A, DAY, in the prophets; that 


is, 4 year, and years,, and half ayear, according to our 
late ingenious expoſitora, who here all agreed a in 
their calculation, l 7 Ale 10% „ 0 

Any falſe prophet, as e as Broruzzs, 


may, by a little ſtudy, pervert many paſſages of 
the Holy Bible to anſwer private purpoſes; particu- 
larly. the patts that are allegorical and figurative. 
There are many examples in the ſacred Writings, 


where tribes, kings, &c. are compared to beaſts, 
and the like. The prophet Jeremiah has abſo- 
lutely termed Nebuchadnezzar a lion, which cor- 
robacazes the opinion, that the firſt: beaſt in Da- 


niel's 


(462880) 

nicks viſion wor the king of Babylon Baiyba, in 
plain terms, neither Sopbom nor Loxpox!' Juda 
is likewiſe compared to à lion in Genefts ;' Iuchur to 
a ſtrong aſa; Das to a ſerpent; Naphtali to a hind 
let looſe; hb to a fruitful Gant men to a 
pom wolf, &c. &c. &. ain 
Conjectural — gle the nee 
* the obſcure prophets, have — ranch 
me fanmticifm,” arheifm, Sec. It is So 
difficult/ts/ dra out ita, meanings with ſuffi- 
* certainty beyond what our infallible guides 

in the New Teſtament have alreudy produced 
for us, or plainly indicated. The generality of 
duch pretenders, thinking” they have found a 
cue, or, am Mr. Hale ſays, à key for the pur- 
ſeß, frais in ſuch u violent manner, that they 
abſolutely Jorce ipen ſuch heretogenous opinions, as 
10 bewilder not only themſelves, but all their 
xeaders,- Part of the frſt boek of Daniel, from 
the fourth verſe of his ſecond chapter to the end 
of the ſeventh, was originally written in the Chal- 
dee language; a demonſtration, that in that pure | 


* 


- & 


. navigation and commerce, in the deſcription 


( 49.9 


he treats of the Chaldean, or Babyloniſh affaits, 


The other ſix chapters, which are likewiſe pro- 
phetical, contain the future events of foreign 
princes, and kingdoms. St. Jerom informs us; 
that Porphyry objected to his prophecics con- 


cerning the coming of the Meſſiah, and the 


great events of after times: conſequently thoſe 


which related to the kings of Syria and Egypt 
muſt n, been written aſter the times af An- 


T Taoſe prophecies, foretelling 


rdeafuccelie of ee tchap. 8, ver. 5, and 


chap. g, ver. 35) were highly eſteemed by Alex 
andbr himſelf and were written in Hebrew. 
15 totally difsgree with Mr. Halhed in think: 


' ner;-proved that \Babylon (as mentioned in the 


11th chapter of the Revelations}; implies Lon- 
don. The prophecies of St. John, Daniel, Exe. 
kiel, Rei ehiefly . refer to the Meſſiah, the time 
before, and chte primitive chriſtians) Bur let 
vs' rematke this | feriefutory epeſtiene he endes 
to ſnew, that the various and mkiplied ned | 


of 


we 


( 40 )) 
of this Babylon; cannot poſſibly be ſtrained with 
any propriety to indicate an inland city, totally 
incapable of ſhipping, and remarkably deſtitute 
of trade. Now, Mr. Halhed, you, yourſelf; have 
remarked, in a preceding page, that the word 
ſea, &c. cannot be taken literally; but, I ſuppoſe, 
ve are to underſtand it allegorical or real, ac. 
cording. thz;the inrerpretation Mr. Brothers wijhts ? Hou 
cotnes it that che Roman commibnzwealth-cis 
addreſſed, by. Horace, under the picture of 
Bie Rome was an inland city too- vas it 
London the. poet meant? Now Herodotus informs 
us that Babylon was, exceedingly: fertile, andi as 
it apounded in fiſh, there muſt have been ſome 
| kind of navigation. Women were bought: and 
told, and were faves in Babylon; e of 
me were wantonly. abuſed; by; the papiſtical 
tion of deliverance through purgatory. Theſe, 
* the intelligent reader, muſt, ON be 
more. forcible arguments, than Hall | 

5 ard ment (as already een 
iſpaſec hl bis nm che "_ MT eh ng 
i e vermrt wie "a ing That 


( #t ) 

That all Londoners make a ne of their's 
—thus he writes:: | 
i« Muſt I fpeak out? ans Silo, muſt 8 
L-produte an inſtance ? Well, then, I have an 
inſtances 1 myſelf am that inſtance, and the 
Speaker is a living witneſs to the truth of my 
aſſertion. There has he ſat in his chair, day 
after day, for three years together, "beholding 
me crouched behind che Treaſury Bench, with 
muy ſoul in my hand, Hke à country girl in the 
market wich her butter and eggs before her, 
anxibufly waiting for the lucky moment when 
the Tellers would come and rid me of my 
durthen, that 1 might run home and hide 
myſelf. And while 1 4 ſell my foal, it was 
all in the true ſpirit of commercial eredit that 
ſo. peguliariy diſtinguiſhes this country: I ſold 
ie purely upon truſt; I "never" "have reteivol one 
Milling ;" and now I am taught dy experience to 
apprehend that the purchaſer will never pay me 
one farthing for it. But though 1 fold my foul, 
1 could never ſell my tongue. While the one 
N £ . | i 


Pg 


„ 


the other remained ſullenly immoveable at home. 
The eee 880 the nes would have 


„ 


have g * 3 i pts 1s of no 
conſequence now—Libergui animam r meam—and. both 
9k; * and my en n an 
. 3 Mr. Halhed, hin an are 
Ei in the houſe ever heard; you feu. But you 
| have given liberty, indeed, to your pen, when 
thus vou have. undertaken. to defend a prophet 
( he calls himſelf); who predicts. the deſtruc- 
tion of our nation—and,, all for what? becauſe 
vou have already confeſſed, you' never; received @ 
Billing. Then pray, Mr. Halhed, how did you | 
ſell your, ſoul! Lou offered it for, fate, { but it 
was not purchoſed—it; was not worth one; farthing. 
Seeing then you have redeemed your — 
yet n now ende. reco- 
ver your —S 8 Oy 
In this chapter of the 3 oY 
. 2), Babylon the Great . 18, fallen, 18' Fallen 
which e ice e for the 


l 
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fourth verſe ſufficiently aſcertains that Babylon 


was then landing. The calamities denounced 
reſpetting" merchandiſe, &c. have a ſtrong affi- 
nity to thoſe againſt Bre, which the prophet, 
Ezekiel, mentions in chap. 27, ver. 26, 27, &c. 

London, Mr. Brothers ſays, is likewiſe known 


by the name of Sodom ; and for this purpoſe the 


11th chapter of Revelation is pervextęd, but 
the great city, which ſoiritually is called Sodom, in 
Egypt, 3 alſo our Lord was crucified, is Rome, 


che Lord being crucified there afreſh, in. the 
9 ſufferings of his faithful martyrs. N 


1 cannot but admire the cunning, as well as 
fertility, | of Brothers“ $ genius z he has artfully 
guarded himſelf- - againſt the non-fulfilment of 


any of his prophecies. Dreadful things (he tells 


us) were to happen, but they are prevented 


by nis entreaties: :, we are, therefore, to ſuppoſe 


that the Almighty forbears his determinations 


Pb through his interceſſions, Chriſtianity has taught 
us another doctrine: Chriſt is our mediator alone. 


By this  Jogecious method, Brothers, if convinced | 
that the empreſs of Ruſſia has died a ; natural 


death, will ** . us 01 

of his praying, that the evil, threatened againſt 
her, AF. turned away. According to. this rule, 
there is no very great art in being a, prophet. 
This, however, Mr. Halhed has ingeniouſiy de- 
ended, by proving, that Abraham interceded 
for the preſervation of Sodom, and by the zoth 
verſe of the 22d chapter of. Ezekiel, which. he 
Jays paints out Mr. Brothers lad in the gap 
befere, the eig, that he 14 the Lorg) 7 ſhould not defirey it— 
Thus Brothers is a ſecond Hbrabam,, as well as 
Moſes, Nay, i it — that he has Nr influence "IN 
for, Abraham 8. ſolicitations did not fave. Sodom! 
Strange infatuation ! 1 hope, when, the carth- 


15 comes, that Brothers | vill then, be fo 


#44 «+ 


iy, | 

| Having | now e a CHUA review of Mr. : 
Halheg's reſtimony, T' "hall beg leave to con- 
fine myſelf to Mr. "Brothers! 8 ' Prophecies, and 
f conclude with ſome defiltory remarks thereon. 
Though” Mr. Brothers, has created ſome 


LID 


8 angle old Nord, Ft, it has | been hrewdly 
Ran: pfiaha l remarked 


$7 FR „ 1 | 9 mY * 
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remarked by ſeveral ot thoſe, very. people, that 
he ſpeaks te much pf : bimſelf, There ate none of 
the Prophets, in the, Sacred Writing, Epotiſts. 
How comes it then that Brothers ſhould-appro> 
priate. ſo many pages to the „undi of his on 
name? The firſtiverſe, he ſays, of the 4th chap» 
ter of the ptophet Iſaiah appertains to him. 
Now this firſt verſe belongs to che chitd chap- 
ter (the chapters being improperly divided) as 
it entirely alludes to the foregoing prophecy, 
le is likewiſe the zoarinG Ii in the goth 
verſe of the 11th. chapter of the ad book of 
Eſdras :—now the prophet, in his chaptet. al- 
ludes to the diviſions that would take place, 
in the Jewiſh ſtate, after the return from tho 
Babyloniſh captivity; for the ſimile of an eagle 
viſion of che feathers, publie diſſentions. The 
next chapter, which contains an interpretation 
of the; viſion (not according to that of Me. 
Brothers). in the gad verſe, declares the lian to 
be the anointed of the, Mok, High, the Meſſiah, 
| which) character Brothers alumes. But this is 
. | not 


„ 
not · his only, preſumptive declaration; ſeeing 


that he cannot deny the palpable alluſions to 


eity to tell us that the Meſſiah and he are, 


together meant in two ſucceeding verſes, 30, 
and 31. But I ſhall leave it to any reader if 
1 can find out tube perſons in theſe verſes: 
aun. . *  aftoniſbment 0 | "_— | tha 
dwell Apes vn eb. | . wy Arch, | ; 
_—__ one Bull undertake to fight 0% hither,” and 
one. tity againſt another, one people en, another, hb 
hte realm againſt another, W 8425 
Surely the coming of only one perfor is here 


denoted, and that n e e e 1 


to be Cuklsr * 7 2 


Mr. Brothers bids us * obſerve that che Re- 


velation was given to St. John a long time after 
the death of Chriſt, not to commemorate thoſe 
things which were beſore, which were fulfilled, 


and which were known before the time of 


writing it, but to record: thoſe things which are 
to- be in future, and which are to be fulfilled: 


Bo this bg. ns after Chriſt, is, according to 
8 „„ HO, - 


„ 

Irenæus, A. D, 96, when St. John was baniſhed 
to the iſle of Patmos, by the emperor Domi- 
tian. However, Sir Iſaac Newton fixes the time 
of writing this book (with great propriety) in 
the time of Nero. Brothers, himſelf, agrees 
that the prophecies herein correſpond with thoſe 
of Daniel; of courſe they muſt appertain to the 
Meſſiah.:. and though chey may not directly 
treat of his firſt coming, yet, in many places, 
they aſſuredly do of nis | ſecund. St. John, as 
well as the reſt of the apoſtles, St, Jude, &c. 
were emyloyed in propagating the Werd, and 
 CuisrT is the chief perſon alluded to as the Jude. 
in the Apocalypſe. wed 

We are told, by Brothers i that the' two an 
ters of the prophet Haggai, mean the preſent 
time of the world, &c. Now Haggai, who pro- 
phecied in the 6th year of Darius Hyſtaſpes, was 


inſpired, for the purpoſe of encouraging the Jews 


to proceed with the rebuilding of the city and 
temple, after the foundation had been laid: for 
the people had built houſes for themſelves,” but 
were unwilling to aſſiſt in rebuilding the Temple, 
| 28 


. 
n appears from the [4th verſe of the firſt chapter, 
and the 23d of the ſecond, which Brothers has 
falſely” interpreted; predicts,” that the Meſſiah 
_—_ be inveſted with power and authority, as 
the head of the church, and judge of the world. 
Mr. Brothers ſays; that the meſſenger mentioned 
in the third chapter of the prophet Malachi, and 
the Elijak mentioned in the fourth chapter, are 
res Alſtinct perſons. Herein Mr. Brothers is 
miſtaken. It is John the Baptiſt, only, who came 
in de ſpirit and power of Elias, preaching repent- 
and that John the Baptiſt is ſignified: by 
pr "age Elijah, is apparent from S7. Matt. ch. 
xvii. ver. 13. when our Saviour's diſciples under. 
ſtooc that their divine en meant 3 the 
Baptiſt by that tile n 
Every impartial reader wb own, that Bi. 
thets's book i is exceedingly dark and myſterious | 
throughout. To miſguide the million who are 
generally bewildered by a quantity, and are too apt 
wo believe, what they cannot comprehend, we find fe- : 
veral quotations from the ſcriptures, without any 


hp aca) whatever. To add to the 
e , 


( 49 ) 
wyſtery, and render the cloud more thick, ales 
veral words are put in Italics: in ſhort, the more 
ve read, the more we find that the writer is in a 
labyrinth. He introduces names unknown to the 
a world, and runs on in ſuch a bombaſtic ſtyle, that 
reaſon has evidently left her ſeat! He has given 
us the 6th chapter of the Revelation, as relating, 
(he ſays) to the preſent war; this is the viſion of 
the ſix ſeals; bur Mr. Brothers, notwithſtanding, 
his quoration of the whole, afterwards alludes to 
the fifth and fexth ſeals: The fifth, he ſays, is now 
opened; the ſixth i is 1 3e opened. In contradic- 
tion to Mr. Brothers's foreſeeing abilities, 1 muſt 
5 obſerve, that the fifth ſeal i is underſtood as an al- 
; ; lufion to the ſevere perſecution under Diocleſian, 
from A. D. 270, to A. D. 304, which was the 
moſt extenſive and furious of all, for then ſo 
many Chriſtians ſuffered death, that the heathens | 
boaſted, in an ancient inſcription, that they had 
effaced the name and faperſtition ofthe Chriſtians. - 
Now the ſixth Teal, (which Brothers ſays | is to be 
5 fulfilled) is ingeniouſly interpreted by Mr. Low- 
5 man, to refer to the' great commotions in the em- 
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"a * Maximilian to Conſtantine the Great; 
during which time there were many bloody bat- 
tles fought berween the contending emperors, till 
Conſtantine aboliſhed Paganiſm and eſtabliſhed 
the Chriſtian religion. This interpretation he 


„ 
| | confirms by appoſite paſſages" from Lolli | | 
sadãnd the heathen hiſtorians. = | 

| Brothers has laboured 33 to prove >. wal 


| himſelf a propher from the Holy Scriptures. But 

I think that which is moſt applicable to himſelf, 
is the 22d chapter of Kings, which he has N | I 
| | into his work with a degree of imprudence, I . 

think, as he might ſurely- have foreſeen that the 
Wl alluſion would have been made. This chapter i is 
ll . reſpecking falſe prophets, who were prompted by an 
| i "eh 1 evil ſpirit to "tell lies. And 7 if the prophet be deceived 
1 n when he hath ſpoken a thing, the Lord hath deceived | 
| e prophet, and the Lord will ret out his hand upon | 4 
6 . bim and will are) him from bis people Vrael, (Ezek. 
1 ch. xiv. ver. 9.) Theſe were prophets, like Mr. 
1 1 who prophecied out of their own hearts— fooliſh pro. 
| 1 1 * | | IM Phet, that folbwed their own ſpirit, and Jaw nothing of 
ns  truth—they vere ſuch as . and hit 
divination, 5 


— 


639 
| divination, pretending to be God's prophets, when 
| the Lord bud not ſont them—they ſaduced the people. Thus 
the rath- chapter of Ezekiel diſplays a moſt a 
f mirable picture of the preſent anti- prophets. 


Be not deceived, Brothers, for chriſtian charity 


_ Induces me to think that- enthuſiaſm hath taken 


fo great poſſeſſion of your mind, that you do not 


ſee the conſequences of what vou fre 1% Ge. 
Fanatits have frequently brought upon themſelves 
_ direcalamities, and while bewildered with ſtrange 
_ fancies, have not only deceived the weak and 
credutous, but in the end proved themſeloes the 
greateſt dupes of wild imagination. I muſt ſay, 
that] think. you have arrogated more than any of 


the real prophets ever did. You call. yourſelf a 
|  . Moſes=Nephewof Chriſt Son of God—a bright 


Stara Sound of Thunder in the Ears of the 
Wicked —a Lantern to the Jews—a Great Man!!! 
. &c. Now the Apoſtles, &c. were content to be 
' eſteemed the humble ſervants of God, and to /u fer - 


IG ſhame for his name—You think there i is nothing in 


your book that the Engliſh law can take hold of; 
| "wkhom being a * nn. 1 muſt 8 


leave 1 
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VVV 
e to ſet you to rights Perſons pretending to 
prophecies, are puniſhable at common law. By 
ſtatute, likewiſe, if any perſon publiſh ſuch pro- 
phecies, &c. they ſhall. forfeit rol, for the firſt 
offence, and ſuffer a year's. impriſonment, and for 
the. oa incur the forfeiture of all their goods, 
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bY is ts to WET any. further r 
the fallacy and folly. of Brothers' $ predic- 


tions—He- may ſee whatever viſions his fancy 
preſents, and. think. what. he likes, but the wiſe 
put no faith in dreams; and they who talk thereof, 
as Shakſpear remarks—< talk of nothing.” 8 God 
bath already revealed. his will, and it is impious to 
to ſuppoſe thar, ofter his Son, he would ſend ſuch | 
an n humble : propficr a3—Brothers. cb Ine ag 
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